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| Where do porn stars and nude poets compete for prizes? Helen Croydon takes us behind the scenes of the Erotic Awards

A place where sex is never a dirty word

ver the past sixmonths | spent a
lot of time gazing at lewd photo-
‘ graphic images, watching strip-
pers and scanning through soft-
porn films - all part of my duties
as o first-time judge: for the Brotic Awards 2010,
| Thisyear ljoined the judging panel, along with
nineothers, among them a pornographes; a for-
' mer dominatrix and a maygsazine oditor.,

The Erotic Awards seek to promote artists,
B | writes, performers, acaderries and even politi-
cians who have contributed to the battle to lib-
' eralisesex. Itis a thankless task given the taboo
' surrounding the subject matter and each year
the awards attract accusations that this is vt
another exease for group ol minoeity eccentrics
to show off their fringe lifestyles and put on a
| public show of soft porn, Kroticism is - strict-
Iy speaking - an aesthetic focus on sexual de-
sire and erotic art is work that evokes or ex-
plores sexual arousal. The Erotic Awards have
| alooser definition. It seems any artist who em-
braces sey, in any form, qualifies for the short-
list. (’?mn‘timﬂnmmmyappems tobeamore

. important criterion than the quality of art.
| Toname a few of the 42 finalists in the 14 cat.-
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Entertainment Listings

Art Tart (right), a finalist at the Erotic Awards

egories, there was Art Tart - who paints herself
i vulgar poses, Amedia Covallo - a blind buriesque
dancer and Brokeback Disco - a light-heartad,
funny, gymnastie duet by two flirtatious cowhoys,

Writersincludid Ernesto the Naked Poet - the
pen name of a Basque cognitive scientist who de-
seribes his insecurities about his penis and then
recites his work, naked, to his audience. In the
striptease category was Worldmistress, self.de-
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scribed as a “Queer femme, kink burlesque per-
&mnx‘i:gteaser:md erotic pole dancer, model,
profiessional dominatrix " A contender in the faush-
ion category included a collection of hand-craft-
ed erotic footwear with heels that double as sex
toys and thigh-high boots with pockets for canes,

Az a judge 1 saw enthustasm emanating from
these buoyant artists and performers and their
colourfal routines. As 5 Journalist who writes ex-
tensividy about sex and its taboos, 1 felt tuned in
Lo the rightful concerns of a general public about
whether we should embrace overt sexuality for
the sake of it.

Tupgwy Owens, the foundee of the Erotic Awards,
says: "Peaple whose professsion or art centres on
soual thernes are not taken seriously. They are
stigmatised by sociegy: People caly welcome pieces
of work about sex if'it i with beantiful Imagery.
Sex symbols like Martlyn Monroe are glorified,
the rest of us are frowned upon if we create a si-
unl persona. We want togive recognition to those
who are great at what they do - they won't get
recogmition from anyone else”

At the prize-giving hall, an exhibition of the fi-
nalists' work was showeasixd “Having an exhibi-
tion of art at a sex party adds another dimension
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and proves that sex is about moee than shagging"

says Owens. "People can discuss painting litera.
ture and dance performances®

This year sex has been high on the current of-
fnirs agenda; the Policing and Crime Bill tough-
enod laws on prostitution, but pro-sex industry
campaigners fought it and it is this shared senti.
ment which got Chris Davies MEP nominated in
the Politician of the Year category. Jo King, who
formed the first scademy dedicatad tostriptense,
was up for a Lifetime Achievement award, Last
autumn former call girl Belle de Jour provoked a
national debate on the maralities of prostitution
when she outed herself, A strikingty sirnilar mem-
o, Diary of a Jetsetting Coll Girl by Tracy Quan,
bl o writing nomination in 2010,

The awards give a neoded platform for many
original artists, performers and important cam-
paigns which otherwise wouldn't find a voice. For
that reason the Erotic Awards are an impartant
event. But judgement should focus On genius, orig
inality and woethiness. We shouldn't cedebirade any
old work on the vast theme of ses just becase it
courts controversy or causes a sniggern
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