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PROTICA is, by definition, Titer-
shure or art of a sexual nature.
Unbilee pornography, it doesn’t
wocessarily have the aim of
arousing sexual desire. That
mnloes Last weekersds Erotica 09
wxhibition in Landon inappropri-
wtoly named.

Yo there was an entertaining
mikx of exhihics from extravagant
love Jacuzzis and leopard-print.
Wil hed spreads to downright ter-
pifying whips, chains and - look
awiy now it you're fain hearted -

wcljpets that give electric shocks,
hudder. There was plenty of eye-
pondy too: glamarous girls tower-
g &4t higgh on stilts, and dancing
mide models with stomach mus-
¢les as bumpy as a mountain of
moguls. There was an eyve-pop-
pring display of sex toys so techni-
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3 Reading between

cally advanced that it made the
Large Hadron Collider look like a
Wendy House. One exhibitor,
LoveHoney, has got sex down to
such a seiemee that its staff stood
in lab couts with clip hoards offer
ing personalised anatomy-specit-
ic achvioe

But there was very little art or
lterature, Why do the British feel
the need to mislabel anything vacy
with the term eratica? Apparent-
ly if you want sordid no-strings-
sex with a stranger vou go “erotic
dating”. If you wanl to try swing-
ingrbut are too worried about your
Google search history and the I'T
polioe, no probiem, just look for an
“eratic ball”.

19 it becanse we are 30 reticent
about sex that we feel the need to
mask it with a highbrow fagade?
Or is it social snobbery? It's not
chie bo talk porn, bt go to & dinner
party and retell your visit to the
Le'enfer exhibition at the Biblio-
theque Nationale in Paris and
that's simply fascinating darling.
Your ¢an have a painting of Lady
Gadiva above your fireplace, but
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vy s hetngt part of the
answer Lo our environmental

problems, instead of heing treated
28 the problem. Take recycling, for

Alistair Darling
has not a

1 e

would you admit. tobeing drawnin
by pictures of Katie Price posing
saductively an a horse in a recent
prama for equestrian clothing?

Art critics attempt to distin-
guish erotica from porn by sug-
geating that eroticiam explores the
emaotions of sex, while pornogria-
phy is limived to the physical
ngpects, But the boundarses have
always been blurred. In 1367
Michelangelos naked  statue,
Davich, arrived at a London muse-
. All wese content that this was
*art" but curators still thought it
best to reach for a figleaf

Then there was Lady Chatler
ley’s Lover. What a definition
nightmare that book was. It was
banned under the Obscene Pub-
lications Act until 1961 But now

Are we so reticent
about sex that we
must maskitina

highbrow facade?

- A prkend- ey
-

the sheets ...

e b o b miy 9

yone i chinee Lo be an

wostor in our low earbon future.

That's the right way to green our

aconotny and hedp families Lo save
for the future.

Under a Conservative govern-
ment, the Treasury will no longer
be the ¢uckoo in the Whitehall
nest when it comes to climate

, I 1 become Chaneallor,
the will became u green
ally, not o fos.

George Osbarne is Shadow Chancellor

that it is safely in the genre of litesr
ature, we can read it on the Tube.
Consider also the kerfuffle when
super-madel Lily Cole - beautiful,
pure, with skin like porcelain -
appeared nude on the cover of
French Playboy, her assets con-
cealed by a beddy bear. She said it
wis art. Others considered her
downgraded to Bunny Gird,

Historically lnnguage changes
the most quickly in areas of taboo.
The more times a euphemism is
used, the quicker it becomes asso-
cinted with the negadive connota-
tions we are trying to avoid, It
would be a real shame if "erotica”
became one and the same as a
hackstreet Soho store flogging
PVC nuraes’ uniforms and glow-
inthe-dark nipple tassels just
hecause we aren’t brave enough Lo
use the s-word.

There sure as hell isn' anything
wrung with high-octane vibrators,
quick-fasten suspenders and mul-
t-sensual massage machines, but
lets ¢call them sex commodities.
Don't deride art with all your lin-
sruistic dodgings.
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en you ost an eye as a bay while fishing.

Thirdly, he is a beilliantly clear writer and few people
who have read his books can fall to be inspired by the
natural wonders that he helps you to discover, often in
the undergrowth rather than the forest canopies. Not
mammmmuomma
pulitzers. And fourthly, | can add from personal experi-
ence, he ks an utterty nice man, befitting someane with
southern, Alabama gentleman, Put

Schools of science

WILSON WAS once goaded by a K
trained sclentist who suggested that his work on.ants
and ather social insects was nothing more than
“stamp collecting”, But in his lecture today, Wilson
suggests that the “age of reduction™ in bi as
by the study of DNA rather than
organisms, has largely passed.

Theve are two powerful ideas d biolagy in the
light of Darwin’s theory. One is how things do
what they do, working within the confines of the laws.of
physics and chemistry, and the other iswhy they do
them in the light of natural selection and evolution. The
former Is the preserve of the problem solvers (the
reductionists), while the latter is for the naturalists,
wilson believes, “The procedure of the naturalist is to

physics-

adopt a group of species, such as conifers, diatoms, or
orb-weaving spiders, and fall in love with it, and learn as
much abotst it as possible across all levels of biological
organisation, from its genes to its place in ecasystems,”
Wilson says, “At the risk of over- \'

tian, It can be said \
that the naturalists discover
the problems in nature that the
problem solvers solve.”

A gentleman and a scholar

AMONG MY most cherished possessions is a signed
copy of one of Witson's books. it still makes me blush to
think that he would ever consider putting someone like
me in the same camp as himself. “For Steve Coanor.
Fellow student of the ineffable made effable. with
warm regards.” And to complete the signature, he
drew me an exquisite litthe portrait of anant.
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