cyster, 1t would probabily b

gad under anti-discrimination

But Mr Hunt's premise, and
hence the Tory analysis, s just
wrong. The real bias at broad-
casters is nol against the Con-
servatives, but the Liberal
Dermocrats.

The evidence of such bias is
compelling and persistent.
Broadeashers repeatedly ignore a
third view on matters of the day.
Fven where Labour and Conser-
vative views are early identical

guch as on crime, Afghanistan
or [rag - news

ions evi-

dently fec] they can eliminate the
Liberal Democrat viewpoint in
e interests of simple, adversar-
ial debate. The iden that there
might be more than two points of

I WATCHED GMTVlast week in
atter bewilderment when the
presenter cheerfully introduced
u story an the growing pumber of
wo-called “cougars” - women
over 40 looking to date a man at
lenst eight. years her juniar. Sofin
gruest, Rita Sangha, 39, whose
recent, mare ahle-bodied beaux
include a 17-vear-old, runs
Cougar Camp, giving advice and
encouragement Lo women look-
ing to attract young hlood.

Tt was ot 50 rouch the concept,
but, the gungz-bo enthusiazsm with
which it was introduced. The mes-
sagne seemed to be: “Wake up,
women, this is the latest fun activ-
ity tohoost your post-divoree ego’
It carme without any bealth warn-
ing on some of the possibic effects

a bold and expersenced woman

B
P

eloct an M or a v
marty

Yot
shochorn us into a two-party
debate. [ the
evidence for the broadcasters’
systematic bias at one of David
Butler's Nuffield College semi-
nars, It comes in one simple form.
In every ehection carnpaign since
1979 with ane exception, the Lib-
eral Democrats' share of the vote
has gone up.

The inerease comparing the
average of the inion polls inthe
month before the campaign and
the final result is 3.9 percentage
points, a large rise in electoral
terms. According to UK Polling

mary have on the less emotsonally
developed mind of a younges man.

The presenter askid whether
this is about the pursuit of fun or
Jove and Sangha declared it is
hoth. But I douht if the eager,
unscarved heart of a young male
. yefreshing as that may be - is
able to make the distinction as
ruthlessly ns an elder date.

This was no isolaved case. On
yesparch it seems it is very trendy
to be an aspiring cougar. There
are dating websites for them,
books on them and this weelend
one Sunday newspaper publi
not one, but four heated betters an
the topic. Last month saw the
launch of a new American come-
dy TV haw, Cougar Town, star-
ring Courtney Cox as a divareed
wornan re-entesing a dating soene
filled with younger men.

Not to forget a host of celebri-
ties. Kim Cattrall, 58, dated her
20-years-younger chef bovfriend
for several vears. Madonna, al,
appears enamoured by Jesus
Luz, a 23-vear-old Dolce & Gab-
bana model, and Demni Moore, 46,

s |
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They feel they can
ignore a third view
in the interests of
adversarial debate

is married to spring-chicken Ash-
ton Kutches, 31,

Who cares, you may cry. Women
should be embracing their sexual-
ity in defiance of grey hair and
gravity. They should be fighting
back over an ageist, youth-
oheessed society. Indeed they
chould, but any velatonship should
be barn via naturnl causes and
basesd on 2 genuine connection. A
workshop teaching women to
force their pheromones on to the
SOurgne make seems predatory.

Nor should any relationship

ol serve asa sidekick to boost either

partner's ego, | imagine if a man
were to set up a workshop giving
pointers to middle-aged makes on
how Lo woo a younger girl, tery
would be a great. deal of ferninist
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My experience

has found them

to be addicted to
unrealistic romance

hit

the general election.
After all, both Labour and the
Conservatives  have recently
announced their election cam-
Enigns have begun. It is time for |
roadeasters to begin election- |
styvle fairness too, and let the con-
test of idens begin. '

The writer &5 Liberal Demacrat '
shadw Home Secrety

outcry. But we seem tobe inan era '
where anything that empowers a
woman i an unguestionable vie- '
tory for wornen's lib

More to the point, though, why
on carth would any woman want ‘
to date a younger raan? Their lack
of savoir-faire is terribly off-put-
ting, They don’t have a penny to '
rub together and their idea of
haute cuisine is a two-for-one dead
at Pizza Express and a hottle of
Jacob’s Creek. To keep in touch
with them, you would need a log-in
with Twitter, various nstant-mes-
songer accounts and Skype - '
whatever that is. If you went on
holiday, all yoawr snaps would end
up on Facebook and if you “stayed !
over at his”, you woukd have tojoin
a queae of 15 (atmates Lo use the '
hathrooim in the morning.

My experience of younger tes

has found them to be incurably |
addicted to unrealistic romance. ' §
It quaint, but it jsn't sexy. Irt '

wanted the doe-eyed affections af
a younger man T would get myself

a puppy: No thanks, I'd much pre- |
for a seasoned panther. :
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