The sexual feelings
of the disabled have
long been ignored.
It's time for a change,
says Helen Croydon

ominic Webb, 45,
fell from a mulu-
storey bhuilding 15
years ago. leaving
him tetraplegic. He
has no feeling or
movement  below
hisshoulders
A vear ago he was
introduced to Sue
Newsome, 2 tantric sex worker. B}‘CODCL‘.’I
trating on the senses that Dominic does
have, she has developed a sensual head
~~~ ge She uses her hands, breasts and
hair, eve contact, incense sticks and music
to give Dominic the nearest thing to a
sexual experience that hecan have
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have found

life is better now that |

Solitaire. She s really good at what she

doesand gentle.” hesays. “Thad neverexpe-
rienced 2 lady doing a dance for me before
me feel nice. 1 like to touch
people, especially their hands. arms and
face. but | know that some people don't like
to be touched by a stranger. Sometimes |
get hurt by that. I can't see, that’s why |
wantto touch

Fomorrow, Dominic and Jimmy will
allow their intimate physical encounters
with Sue and Solitalre respectively to be
seen (n front of a roomful of mexdics, aca-
demics, healthcare professionals, charity
officials and other disabled people

Thedemonstration will take placeas part
of a conference entitled “Disabilily: sex,
relationships and pleasure”, which is besng
hosted by the Royal Society of Medicine in
Central London. [t aims to educate carers
about the sexual needs of patients and to
introduce dissbled people to available
support networks. It is backed by the Sexuad
Health and Disability Alance (SHADA
and the Tender Loving Care Trust (TLC
which help to put disabled peopte in touch
with appropriate sexual and !herapeutic
services. and offer confidential support and
advice on sexual matters.

Tuppy Owens, the founder of the TLC,
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s 0 ther care reguirements, sic
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just like everyone else. [t is
t they have access to sex

opportunities as the average person to
explare their bodies
“| s2e a lot of women with cerehral

Sex 1 painful for them because they can
open Lheir legs fully and they get spasms
But if they learn how to relax and expern
ment with different positions, they can
overcome that. Having an excited boy
friend isnot the best way tolearn”

The TLC has helpedt hundre:
with disabilitics ranging from loss of limb
to wasting discascs to learning difficulties
It has 55 sex workers registered on its site,
all of whom have been vetted by the trusts
stall. The patients pay for the services
themselves, although many sex workers
offer a concession to disabled clients who
genuinely cannot afford what they offer.
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“The
TLC has had calls fr t
they have even considered giving in their
« out of frustration that they are
unable to help patients seeking a sexual
service that could make them happier.”
Many high-profil 1ave backed

-
no

pue names
the TLC's cause, including Lord Faulkner
of Worcester, Baroness Miller of
Chilthorne Domer and the philosopher

i author A C. Grayling but no one has
gone so far as to suggest that sex workers
should be paid for by the NHS

Belinda Brooks-Gordon 5 & psycholo-
gist and a Liberal Demaocrat county coun-
cillor in Cambridge. She has campaigned
for the human rights of sex workers and, as
an occasional wheelchair user, is familiar
with some difficultics faced by the dis
abled. She does not think that hiring sex
workers for the disabled under the N1IS
would be out of the question

“Given that sex therapy is available on
the NHS for men with penile dysfunction,
for example, we could make 2 good case for
saying that it should be provided.” shesass.
* At the very least the health service shookd
explore all options available to belp =
patient in anguish What about the youss
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ar vstrophy who S desporatey sevmg for
rhe Forst e TedcE e o el

PO T

“Igrewup feehng that |
was disgusting and
grolesque,” savs
Alison Lapper.
“There were peopie
who told me that noome

. have feclings and you can

- to me, after taking aboot
six hours
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